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Thesis abstract:

The TRIPS Agreement consecrated the minimum protection to trade secrets within its
Article 39 by defining their conditions of protection as intellectual property rights, as it
qualified them as undisclosed information and obliged the Member States to implement its
provisions with the enactment of national laws for the protection of trade secrets including the
minimum protection with the permission of a possible broader protection than that stipulated
by the Convention depending on requirements of each country, the fact that conducted
Member States to enact laws for trade secrets protection, civilly and criminally, where the
methods and means of protection differ from one country to another, since they do not break
the provisions of the TRIPS agreement. However, the recognition of international and
national trade secret protection has affected the patent system in terms of the broad scope of
protection under the trade secret system compared to the patent one, which has led inventors
to be reluctant in registering their inventions under the patent system in order to benefit from
a longer period of protection.

The trade secret protection system also influenced the processes of technology transfer,
especially those related to the protection of chemicals and agricultural products related to food
and human health in accordance with the trade secret system, to developing countries in
particular.



