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Abstract;:

Algeria is still the pupillary of North Africa today with its location stretching to the
Mediterranean coast, its wealth inherited from many civilizations and its attractiveness
throughout history as North Africa's gateway to trade. Since ancient times, it has been the
focus of attention due to its location on the trade routes in the Mediterranean. The name of the
Algiers comes from the Arabic word Al-Jazeera, meaning islands. It is said that this beautiful
coastal city was once so named because of the small islets located right in front of the city.
Algeria, which remained under Ottoman rule, in the 16th century, the Ottoman Pasha and the
famous Turkish sailor Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha, combined them with each other and the land
in the form of a breakwater in order to create a safe harbor.

Algeria, which is an important trade base in the Mediterranean, was dependent on the
Ottoman Empire, but had the right to make an agreement or wage war with the European
states under unique conditions. With the weakening of Mediterranean trade in the face of
ocean trade from the mid-16th century, the trade volume had dropped significantly in the mid-
18th century. On the other hand, Algeria, which no longer had a strong position with ships
and ships, faced great difficulties in turning the existing trade into booty. The strengthening
navies of European states were also an important threat to Algerian trade. Faced with these
difficulties from 1770, the activities of Algeria, the commercial center of the Mediterranean,
had almost ceased long before the French invasion in 1830. Algeria, one of the key actors of
the African Continent in terms of its geopolitical location and area, is in a position that hosts
many long-term cooperation areas suitable for Turkey in the political, economic and military
fields. In this respect, bilateral relations between the two countries are very important. The
purpose of this study, the state of trade in Algeria from the past to the present and the current
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trade relations between Turkey and Algeria will be investigated. In order to achieve this aim,
the trade between the two countries, both in the past and today, will be tried to be revealed.

Keywords: Algeria, Turkey, relations
1. INTRODUCTION

Algeria, which has been attractive throughout history as a location extending to the
Mediterranean coast, the wealth inherited from many civilizations and the gateway of North
Africa to trade, is still the pupil of North Africa today. Due to its geographical location,
Algeria is located at the intersection of Africa and the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, it is the
largest country not only in Africa but also in the Mediterranean by area (Erinc, 1993).

Since ancient times, maritime trade has been preferred due to the safety problems of
road trade, and commercial lines have developed within the framework of the Mediterranean.
Some coastal cities that developed during this period became stronger and gained political and
economic power throughout the world at that time. There were many factors affecting trade in
the Mediterranean: political agreements, wars, technical possibilities, climatological changes,
transportation costs, road safety and piracy. There are certainly other factors that can be added
to these as well. However, considering these factors, it can be said that a trader in the
Mediterranean is faced with many variables that make his job difficult. However, despite all
these and some other risks, Mediterranean trade has been an attractive trade basin for
centuries (Ortayli, 1977).

After the geographical discoveries, the world in general, and the Mediterranean in
particular, witnessed a rapid change in geopolitical balances. Until the middle of the 17th
century, trade in the Mediterranean maintained its vitality. However, from the beginning of
the 18th century, the situation began to change drastically. Although trade in the
Mediterranean could not maintain its former importance after geographical discoveries, the
risks of the ocean and the extended transportation time for perishable products still remained
important as advantages of Mediterranean trade (Yildiz, 2006).

On the other hand, the economic problems and shrinkage that started in the Ottoman
Empire in the 1700s and the price increases that continued until the 1840s had a negative
impact on the Ottoman markets and trade. The uncertain environment created by the 1789
French Revolution led to a decrease in the share of French merchants in Ottoman trade. After
the events returned to normal, they lost their share of the trade to the British. In parallel with
the strengthening of the British and French navies to ensure commercial security in the
Mediterranean, Algeria's commercial activities also decreased. However, it was under the
pressure of other states due to the pressure of the great navies on the one hand and the
financial and military problems of the Ottoman Empire on the other.

Turkey, in other words the Turks, is not a new element in the supremacy wars of the
Mediterranean and has been among the natural players of this struggle since ancient times. In
the 19th century, the Turks in the Mediterranean came face to face with France in Algeria.
But France is not a natural player of geography, it is an added player outside the region.
Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean and Algeria in the Western Mediterranean, as an integral
part of the Mediterranean basin, are among the countries that are and will be most affected by
this change.



Turkey, in other words the Turks, is not a new element in the supremacy wars of the
Mediterranean and has been among the natural players of this struggle since ancient times. In
the 19th century, the Turks in the Mediterranean came face to face with France in Algeria.
However, France is neither a natural player of this geography nor culture, but a country that
was added later and came from outside the region. Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean and
Algeria in the Western Mediterranean, as an integral part of the Mediterranean basin, are
among the countries that are and will be most affected by this change.

Since ancient times, it has been the focus of attention due to its location on the trade
routes in the Mediterranean. The name of the city of Algiers comes from the Arabic word Al-
Jazeera, meaning islands. It is said that this beautiful coastal city was once so hamed because
of the small islets located just in front of the city. In Algeria, which came under Ottoman rule
in the 16th century, these islands were combined with each other and the land in the form of a
breakwater by the Ottoman Pasha and the famous Turkish sailor Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha in
order to create a safe harbor.

With the entry of Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha into Ottoman service, Algeria, which has
an important position in North Africa, came under Ottoman rule. Algeria, which is the most
powerful among the Maghreb countries today, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, known as Western
Colonies (Garp Ocaklar1) in the Ottoman period, assumed the duty of an important outpost for
the Ottomans. Algeria was also the base where the pirates, who were the training of Barbaros
Hayreddin Pasha, carried out their activities that caused great damage to the ships of the
European states.

Algeria, which is an important trade base in the Mediterranean, was dependent on the
Ottoman Empire, but had the right to make an agreement or wage war with the European
states under unique conditions. With the weakening of Mediterranean trade in the face of
ocean trade from the mid-16th century, the trade volume had dropped significantly in the mid-
18th century. On the other hand, Algeria, which was no longer in a strong position with its
ships and sailors, faced great difficulties in turning the existing trade into booty. The
strengthening navies of European states were also an important threat to Algerian trade. Faced
with these difficulties from 1770, the activities of Algeria, the commercial center of the
Mediterranean, had almost ceased long before the French invasion in 1830.

Algeria, one of the key actors of the African Continent in terms of its geopolitical
location and area, is in a position that hosts many long-term cooperation areas suitable for
Turkey in the political, economic and military fields. In this respect, bilateral relations
between the two countries are very important.

The aim of this study is to investigate the situation of trade in Algeria from past to present and
the current trade relations between Turkey and Algeria. In order to achieve this aim, the trade
between the two countries, both in the past and today, has been tried to be revealed.

1. Physical and Human Geography af Algeria

It is the largest country of the African Continent in terms of area, with its wide lands
extending from the Mediterranean coast to the southern parts of the Sahara. Surrounded by the
Mediterranean Sea in the north, Tunisia and Libya in the east, Morocco and Western Sahara
in the west, Niger in the southeast, Mali and Mauritania in the southwest, Algeria has a
surface area of 2,381,741 km?.



Within its current borders, Algeria consists of two completely different regions in terms
of physical and human characteristics: Northern Algeria (original Algeria), Southern Algeria
(Sahara Algeria). Northern Algeria, located in the central part of the Maghreb region (Magrib-
I Mediocre), which geographers call the Atlas countries, occupies an area equal to only 16%
of the country's surface area (about 381,000 km?). However, 96% of the population, twenty-
six of the provinces, almost all of the arable land and all the big cities are located in this
region, which is much more suitable for living in terms of climate. The parts of the region
close to the sea are under the influence of the Mediterranean climate. Annual precipitation
increases as you go from west to east and with altitude. The continental type of Mediterranean
climate is dominant in the inner parts of the region.

Separated by five, each as large as one country, Southern Algeria spans an area of about
2 million square kilometers and covers a significant portion of the Sahara. Partly covered with
dune deserts (western and eastern ergs) or stony, wind-swept bare deserts (hamadas), this
region has some dry valleys, the result of wetter periods in the geological past.

Demographically, Algeria has a very high population growth. Therefore, it has a young
population structure (the proportion of those under the age of fifteen is 46%). The very
uneven distribution of the population in the country (about 96% concentrated in Northern
Algeria, which constitutes 16% of the country's territory), the very large differences in
population density between regions, characteristics such as religious unity characterize. The
largest cities are Algeria, Vehran, Kostantine and Annabe in the north, especially on the coast.
The most common language is Arabic, which is also the official language of the state. About
75% of the population speaks Arabic; the rate of those who speak various dialects of Berber is
around 25%.

2. Algeria and its history

Remains of early humans have been found in Algeria. There are Homo habilis and
Homo erectus fossils from the Paleolithic Age in the country. It is known that during the
Neolithic Age, the areas where the Sahara Desert is now found were more wet. At that time,
people could live in the southern part of Algeria, which is now desert. There are cave
paintings from this period (Ivashko and Kouider, 2019).

Algeria, which has a very long history, has been the center of attention of various
civilizations. The long history of Algeria can be considered in various periods (Tiliouine,
2015).

2. 1. Pre-Islamic Period: Phoenician traders coming from the Eastern Mediterranean coasts
in 1000 BC settled on the Mediterranean coast of Algeria and BC. In 814 they founded the
city of Carthage, which is located in what is today Tunisia. Later, Carthage became both the
name and the capital of the state they founded here. B.C. The Romans, who captured Carthage
in 146 AD, Towards 40 BC, they strengthened their dominance in this region and Algeria
became a province of the empire under the name "Mauretania Caesariensis”. In this period,
while an intense colonialism and oppression policy known as "Romanization™ was applied in
the coastal regions, the inner parts of Algeria remained outside the Roman domination.
Indigenous people living a nomadic life in tribal communities were called Libyans. These
indigenous people, who introduced themselves as "Amazigh" (free people), were later called



"Berbers”. After the collapse of the Roman Empire, the region came under the rule of the
Vandals and Byzantium, respectively (Lawless, 1972).

3.2. Islamic Period (From the Conquest to the Ottoman Period). From the middle of the
7th century, Abdullah b. Sa'd b. Abu Serh and Abdullah b. The Muslim Arab conquerors, who
came under Zubayr to conquer the Maghrib, encountered the resistance of the Berber tribes
and some communities left behind from Byzantium. They killed the commander who declared
his independence against Byzantium and made Subaitila the capital and entered the city.
Later, Muawiya sent the governor of Egypt and ensured the capture of some places on the
coast. After Abu'l-Muhajir Dinar, the famous commander Ukbe b. Nafi al-Fihri succeeded in
preparing a suitable environment for the spread of Islam with his campaigns in 670 and 682.
After Ukbe's martyrdom in a war with the Berber commander Kusayla (682-83), this duty was
transferred to Zuhair b. Kays al-Balewi took responsibility. After him, Hasan ibn al-Nu'man
continued the movement of conguest; however, he was defeated by the Berber queen Al-
Kahina and had to withdraw his soldiers. But after a while, with the help of Berber tribes, he
attacked again, captured Carthage and prepared the end of Al-Kahina. Thus, Islam began to
spread among the Berber tribes; at that time, most of them adopted the Kharijite sect and
rebelled against the tax policies of the Umayyad rulers in Kayrewan. At the end of this
rebellion, under the leadership of Abu Kurra es-Sufri, Beni ifren Emirate in Tilimsan and
Abdurrahman b. The Rustami State was established by Rustam. Rustami State was the first
independent state established in Muslim Algeria (Hannoum, 2008).

Rustamids or Banou Rostom, an lbadi Islamic berber state, appeared in 776 AD,
founded and lead initially by Abdurrahman ibn Rostom, its capital was Tahert in the north
east of now known as Algeria, the rustamid state spread all over the north African coast from
Tlemcen to the now known as Sert in the northern Libya though it's slightly hard to get
precise frontiers of this state. during the Rostomid ruling its capital was a cultural and a
scientific metropolis of the big Maghreb attracting so many scientist such as Ibn Khaldoun
where he wrote his popular book called "Al Mukadima" which was likely to be known as the
first book about sociology. The Falling of The state was after the defeat against the Fatimids
and putting out the last leader Yakdan Ibn Mohamed in 909 AD.

Algeria witnessed economic and cultural development in the 12th century, and the cities
of Tilimsen, Béjaia, Costantine, Annaba, Tenes and Wahran became centers of science and
trade. Italian merchants brought European goods from Pisa, Genoa and Venice, and bought
wool, leather and grain from there (Ford, 2008).

Like the Almoravids, the Almohads found their initial inspiration in Islamic reform.
Their spiritual leader, the Moroccan Muhammad ibn Abdallah ibn Tumart, sought to reform
Almoravid decadence. Rejected in Marrakech and other cities, he turned to his Masmuda tribe
in the Atlas Mountains for support. Because of their emphasis on the unity of God, his
followers were known as Al Muwahhidun (unitarians, or Almohads). The Almohads shared
the crusading instincts of their Castilian adversaries, but the continuing wars in Spain
overtaxed their resources. In the Maghrib, the Almohad position was compromised by
factional strife and was challenged by a renewal of tribal warfare. The Bani Merin (Zenata
Berbers) took advantage of declining Almohad power to establish a tribal state in Morocco,
initiating nearly sixty years of warfare there that concluded with their capture of Marrakech,
the last Almohad stronghold, in 1271. Despite repeated efforts to subjugate the central



Maghrib, however, the Marinids were never able to restore the frontiers of the Almohad
Empire (Benrabah, 2004).

3.3. European Offensive: The final triumph of the 700-year Christian reconquest of Spain,
marked by the fall of Granada in 1492, was accompanied by the forced conversion of Spanish
Muslims (Moriscos). As a result of the Inquisition, thousands of Jews fled or were deported to
the Maghrib where many gained influence in government and commerce (Gillespie, 2000).
Without much difficulty, Christian Spain imposed its influence on the Maghrib coast by
constructing fortified outposts (presidios) and collecting tribute during the 15th and early 16th
centuries. On or near the Algerian coast, Spain took control of Mers el Kebir in 1505, Oran in
1509, and Tlemcen, Mostaganem, and Ténes, all west of Algiers, in 1510. In the same year,
the merchants of Algiers handed over one of the rocky islets in their harbor, where the
Spaniards built a fort. The presidios in North Africa turned out to be a costly and largely
ineffective military endeavor that did not guarantee access for Spain's merchant fleet
(Friedman, 1980).

2.4  Privateers: Privateering was an age-old practice in the Mediterranean. North African
rulers engaged in it increasingly in the late 16th and early 17th century because it was so
lucrative, and because their merchant vessels, formerly a major source of income, were not
permitted to enter European ports. Although the methods varied, privateering generally
involved private vessels raiding the ships of an enemy in peacetime under the authority of a
ruler. Its purposes were to disrupt an opponent's trade and to reap rewards from the captives
and cargo (Wolf, 1979).

Privateering was an age-old practice in the Mediterranean. North African rulers engaged
in it increasingly in the late 16th and early 17th century because it was so lucrative, and
because their merchant vessels, formerly a major source of income, were not permitted to
enter European ports. Although the methods varied, privateering generally involved private
vessels raiding the ships of an enemy in peacetime under the authority of a ruler. Its purposes
were to disrupt an opponent's trade and to reap rewards from the captives and cargo.

Privateering was a highly disciplined affair conducted under the command of the rais
(captains) of the fleets. Several captains became heroes in Algerian lore for their bravery and
skill. The captains of the corsairs banded together in a self-regulating taifa (community) to
protect and further the corporate interests of their trade. The taifa also gained prestige and
political influence because of its role in fighting the infidel and providing the merchants and
rulers of Algiers with a major source of income. Algiers became the privateering city-state par
excellence, especially between 1560 and 1620. And it was two privateer brothers who were
instrumental in extending Ottoman influence in Algeria (ilter, 1936).

2. 5. Ottoman Period: After the Spaniards completed their "reconquista” against the
Muslims in Andalusia, they wanted to spread this policy to North Africa. The Spaniards
captured Mersalkebir, Wahran, Béjaia and after a short while, Tilimsen. Meanwhile, Oruc and
Hizir chiefs (Barbaros brothers), who were engaged in piracy activities in the Mediterranean
and Aegean Seas, came to Algeria and fought against the Spanish. This struggle constitutes
the first step of the establishment of Ottoman domination (Hess, 2010).

The Barbaros brothers, who settled on the island of Djerba and came under the protection
of Selim I, captured the city of Algiers and Sherchel (Césarée) to the west of it, when a
delegation from Algeria asked them for help against the Spaniards. Oruc Reis, who was



declared the Sultan of Shersel and Algeria, was martyred in the war he fought against the
Spaniards who wanted to take Tilimsen back in 1518, after Tenes and Tilimsen captured.

Hizir Reis took his place and asked for help from the Ottoman sultan Selim I to provide
the support of the Ottomans. Sultan Selim I recognized Hizir, whom he called "Hayreddin",
as the ruler of Algeria, and sent an auxiliary unit of 2000 people, war materials and ship's
supplies to the call for help.He also gave the privilege of janissary to those who would go to
Algeria voluntarily and the permission to enlist as many soldiers as necessary from Anatolia.
Sultan Selim | recognized Hizir, whom he called "Hayreddin", as the ruler of Algeria, and
sent an auxiliary unit of 2000 people, war materials and ship's supplies to the call for help. He
also gave the privilege of janissary to those who would go to Algeria voluntarily and the
permission to enlist as many soldiers as necessary from Anatolia. In this way, the sermon?
began to be read in the name of Selim I and thus Algeria came under the rule of the Ottoman
Empire.

After Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha dominated Algeria, he divided the eastern parts into
two in terms of administration, and the eastern parts of Ahmed b. Qadi, the western parts of
Muhammad b. Ali's administration. Hayreddin Pasha had to retreat to Cicelli, leaving the city
of Algiers for a while, upon the uprising of the local people. Three years later, Ahmad b. He
defeated Kadi and took this place back. In 1530, he captured Penon Castle (Adakale), located
on a small island under the control of the Spanish, in front of the city of Algiers. In the
meantime, he saved 70,000 of the Andalusian Muslims, who were subjected to great
persecution in Spain, by transporting them to the Algerian side. Algeria became rich with the
booty captured during this period and became famous as the India of the Turks.

Suleiman the Magnificent had invited Barbaros Hayreddin to Istanbul and appointed
him as the governor of Algeria to the head of the Ottoman navy. Thus, Algeria became a
direct Ottoman governorship. After this, the Algerian expedition of the Spanish navy, in
which Emperor Charles V himself participated, resulted in a complete defeat. Barbaros
Hayreddin Pasha also carried out a joint naval operation with France, an ally of the Ottoman
Empire, against the Spanish. After his death, his beylerbeys* dominated the whole of Algeria.

Administratively, the Ottoman-Turkish domination in Algeria, which lasted until 1830;
this period can be divided into four main periods (Spencer, 1976).

a) the governor-general (beylerbey) period (1518-1587),

b) the pashas period (1587-1659),

¢) The Agha period (1659-1671) and

% In the Turkish-Islamic states in the Middle Ages; It is the situation in which the name, title and nicknames of
the sultan are read by the "orator" on the pulpit during the Friday and Eid prayers, praying for him and thus
proving that he is a ruler. In Islamic states, the legitimacy of a ruler would only be possible if his reign was
approved by the caliph. The first condition for this was that the ruler delivered a sermon on behalf of the caliph
in his own country. In the Eastern Islamic world, a sermon was read on behalf of the Abbasid caliphs, and
occasionally the Fatimid caliphs. Karahanli, Ghaznavid and Seljuk rulers, as the protectors of the Sunnis, gave
sermons on behalf of the Abbasid caliphs, with few exceptions. The importance of the khutbah in terms of
politics is revealed in the fact that it is a sign of the balance of power between the caliph and the sultan or
provincial governors and local dynasties.

* Beylerbeyi (governor-general) was known as the person responsible for the administration of the province
during the Ottoman Giants period. Today's governors were called Beylerbeyi in the Ottoman Empire. During the
Ottoman Empire, the person responsible for the state administration was called Beylerbeyi. Generally, words
such as Vali are also used for the administrative unit in Persian culture (llter, 1936).



d) Dey (Dayi: maternal uncle) period (1671-1830)

Turkish-dominated Algeria was part of a system in North Africa called the Western
Colonies (Garb Ocaklar1). These colonies constituted a military aristocracy. A significant
number of them were sailors from the peasant class called "Ciftbozan", who were brought
from Western Anatolian regions such as Aydin, Izmir, Manisa and Mugla, who left their land
for various reasons. Farmers are held liable with the tax collected from agricultural areas. The
word ciftbozan is formed by the combination of the words plowing and breaking, and it
means the one who does not farm his field. Ciftbozan; It is a tax taken from people who did
not cultivate the lands given to them in the Ottoman Empire without any reason. Actually it is
a kind of punishment. After they were registered in the society, they were assigned on land or
on ships, paid a salary, followed only by their own leaders. However, the controls were quite
difficult.

During the Ottoman period, Algeria was administratively divided into four areas. The
name of the first region, in which the city of Algiers was the center and ruled directly by the
governor (vali=) or DAYI or DEY (maternal uncle=, was Dariissultan. Day1 (the uncle
maternal) was protected by guards called “left-handed” and lived in the Cenin Palace in
Algeria. The uncles had a significant income from civil service dues, consul and sanjak chief
dues, gifts, confiscation and fines, slave trade and shares received from pirates. The properties
of uncles who were dismissed or killed were confiscated.

In the city of Algeria, the population consisted of Turks, Andalusians, Jews, Christians,
Arabs and Berbers, and there was a total population of 60,000 in this period. Although Arabic
was the common language, the official language was Turkish. XVI. Europeans visiting
Algeria at the end of the 19th century describe an Eastern city like in fairy tales with its
beautiful houses, numerous mosques, baths and soup kitchens, and an abundance of food and
drink. It is observed that there is a social structure similar to the traditional order of the
Ottoman Empire in Algeria. The people were divided into two parts: the people living in the
countryside - as the Bedouins - the peasants - and the people of the city (civilized). Some of
the people living in rural areas or some of the Bedouin Arabs switched to urban (settled) life
in this period.

From 1587, Algeria entered the era of pashas appointed by Istanbul for three years.
Although the authority of the sultan was accepted in their time, this authority was ineffective.
The duties of the governors were limited to fulfilling certain protocols and sitting in the
palace. Governors who wanted to establish authority were exiled or killed. Only Hizir Pasha
succeeded in suppressing the Janissaries in 1592. The sailors lived on the beaches, did not mix
with the janissaries, they were engaged in maritime in a separate hearth.

In 1664, the French wanted to land troops in the port of Algiers and establish a trade
center. However, the Algerians did not accept this and some soldiers left on the land attacked
the workers and killed some of them and captured the rest. Thereupon, the French wanted to
make an agreement in 1666.

The Title of Dey (Dayi) and Dey in Algeria

Dayi (dey) has had wide authority. A dayi (dey) council consisting of five members
would assist them in the army, navy, tax, public order and courthouse affairs; This was called
"Divan-i Guzat". In the 17th century, some maritime merchants, who became famous by



piracy in countries such as Tunisia, Tripoli (today's Libya) and Algeria, which were under
Ottoman rule and mostly engaged in maritime affairs, were called "Day1" when they took over
the administration in these provinces. The management style of these provinces, which were
called "Western Colonies (Garb Ocaklari)" at that time, was different from other provinces
and they played an important role in the political and commercial life of the Mediterranean
under the Dayi administration. At that time, the Ottomans appointed a Beylerbeyi from the
center to each of these provinces; however, the administrative work was mostly done by the
"State Assembly" called the "Divan". The president chosen by this council from among its
members was called "Dayi" (Shuval, 2000).

Previously, there was Beylerbeyi, who was appointed from the center as the
administrator in Algeria. Those who formed the dominant stratum were the Janissary Corps
and the Kuloglu military class, which supplied janissaries, and the Marines class. This
confusion naturally revealed the situation of being governed by the "State" subordinate to the
Governor of the Province, and the "Agha" divans subordinate to the Janissary Agha
(Uzuncarsili, 1954).

The influence of the governors decreased, and the Janissary Agha Divan, one of these
divans, which was equipped with wide powers, became stronger and came to the fore as of
1618. The sailors, who were overwhelmed by the arbitrary rule of the aghas, put one of their
chiefs on the throne in 1671 with the title of "dey" instead of the aghas.

The sailors class, which was strong at that time, could choose whoever they wanted as
"dey" in the council elections. However, the blockade of Algeria by other pirates in the
Mediterranean at the same time will disrupt the order of the Marine class; on the other hand, it
would cause the janissaries to regroup. If the leading "dey" did not determine who would
replace him before he died or resigned, there would be great turmoil and this would cause
bloody throne fights. Undying was longer in Algeria than in Tunisia and Tripoli; it lasted until
the invasion of France in 1830.

Beylerbey continued to be sent to Algeria by the Ottoman Empire during the period of
the dey. However, since the sent Beylerbey did not have an actual duty, they were mostly
responsible for participating in the ceremonies and representing the sultan. Although the
province of Algeria was subject to the Ottoman Empire, a free administration was applied
here. However, when this free administration was combined with an activity such as piracy
that harmed the trade of European states, problems that afflicted the Ottoman Empire arose.

3. Contemporary Turkey-Algeria relations

From the 16th century to 1830, Algeria; It was affiliated to the Ottoman Empire with the
name of Cezayir-i Garp Eyaleti (Algeria Western Province). Diplomatic relations between
Turkey and Algeria, as two friendly and brotherly countries, date back 500 years and share a
common past. Turkey-Algeria relations include Turkey's international policies with Algeria
since 1962. Algeria is one of the leading countries of the African Continent in terms of its
geopolitical location and area. It includes many favorable and long-term cooperation areas for
Turkey in the political, economic and military fields. The two countries, which approach the
current regional crises, especially the Libyan issue, from a similar perspective, are solution-
oriented due to their foreign policy principles. In this sense, both the relations of the two
countries with France, the steps taken in the solution of the Libyan crisis and the diplomacy



carried out are important in terms of showing the common aspects in the current agendas of
the two Mediterranean countries.

Turkey is an important ally in the struggle in the field of diplomacy for Algeria, which
has made an effort to take an active role and have a say in the Libyan issue, in parallel with
the increasing effectiveness of Morocco in recent times. However, one of the main priorities
of Algeria, whose economy is largely dependent on natural gas and oil revenues, is to
diversify its economic resources and, in this way, to create new job opportunities for its
population. For this reason, the increase in the number of Turkish companies still operating in
Algeria is very important in developing the commercial relations between the two countries
and encouraging mutual investment (Hamdi, 2021).

Turkey recognized Algeria on 31 July 1962. The Embassy started its activities on 30
June 1963. Algeria has an embassy in Ankara and a consulate general in Istanbul. Turkey has
an embassy in Algeria. Both countries are among the member states of the Mediterranean
Union. Bilateral relations continue to be highly positive. There has been an increase in mutual
visits at the level of both high-level political and technical delegations in the recent period,
and the “Friendship and Cooperation Agreement” was signed in 2006. Turkey is considered
by Algeria as a "strategic partner" along with Spain, Italy and Portugal.

Turkey's relations with Algeria will bring benefits economically, politically and
diplomatically. There is a trade volume of 4.5-5 billion dollars between the two countries.
Turkish companies carry out various investment projects in Algeria, mainly social housing,
hospital, dam, highway and port construction.

The visit of Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tabboune to Turkey was of great
importance as it was the first Presidential visit from Algeria to Turkey after 17 years. With
this development, an important step has been taken towards transforming the close relations
between the two countries into a strategic partnership. Within the scope of the visit, the first
meeting of the "High Level Cooperation Council” between the two countries was held, and
the two leaders signed a joint statement regarding the meeting. However, 15 new agreements
were signed between the two countries (Goktas, 2020).

Ketchaoua (Keciova) Mosque in Algeria, one of the symbols of 500 years of friendship
between Turkey and Algeria, was restored in 2017 with Turkish capital. Upon the request of
the Algerian side, it was decided that in addition to the Kecgiova Mosque in the capital,
Algeria, some of the houses in the historical town district and the Bey's Palace and Pasha
Mosque in the province of Oran would be restored by our country. The official opening of
Keciova Mosque was held on April 9, 2018 by President Bouteflika.

The most important move was to connect Algeria to Istanbul in the area of dominance
that the Ottoman Empire established in North Africa. This period, which started with the
appointment of Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha as the ruler of Algeria by the Ottomans, enabled
tens of thousands of Anatolian people to move from Anatolia to this country for 300 years in
order to ensure the security of the region. This situation has taken Turkey-Algeria relations to
a further stage and transformed them into kinship relations. Therefore, today, many families
with roots in Turkey live in Algeria.

As such an important partner, Algeria - Turkey has had bilateral relations for over 500
years. A monument was erected in the province of Ain Temouchent on 20 November 2018,



on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of Oru¢ Reis, who is the most important place in the
history of Algeria and Turkey, in the city of Tlemsen while fighting with the Spaniards. The
Minister of Culture of Algeria attended the ceremony (Deik, 2020).

4. Commercial Problems Encountered in Algeria from the View of Turkey
4. 1. Import Restrictive Measures:

It is known that Algeria has been taking import-restrictive measures since 2017 in order to
close the budget deficit and establish the foreign trade balance. In this context, import licenses
and tariff quota application were put into effect together, and then this application was
implemented as an import ban on nearly 1000 products as of January 2018. This has affected
Turkey-Algeria relations.

4. 2. Measures Making Imports Difficult:

With the measures taken by Algeria to make importation difficult, it is obligatory for the
relevant companies (the buyer in Algeria) to apply to the Algerian authorities (banks) before
the imported goods depart, to obtain a registration number and to present a letter of guarantee
to the Algerian banks at least 30 days before the goods depart. This causes things to take time
in trade with Algeria.

4. 3. Absence of a Free Trade Agreement between Turkey and Algeria

The absence of a Free Trade Agreement between Turkey and Algeria causes companies to be
in a disadvantageous position against their European competitors. There is a strong image of
Turkish goods in the Algerian market. In order for this image to maintain its competitiveness
against the cost pressures caused by the quality originating in European products and the cost
pressures arising from the products originating from China, it seems to be of vital importance
for our exports to Algeria that an FTA is made in parallel with the one made by Algeria with
the EU.

4. 4. Letters of Guarantee

Due to the fact that Turkish banks' letters of guarantee are not accepted by Algerian banks,
contracting companies can provide guarantees through banks from EU countries or Arab
countries, and the banking commissions paid for the letters of guarantee required to start the
project are doubled. This complicates the work of Turkish companies.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Algeria has the largest surface area in Africa (10th largest in the world), a population of over
40 million, and significant natural gas and oil reserves. Algeria is the 4th largest economy of
the African Continent. In addition, Algeria is one of the most important trade partners of
Turkey in Africa and has an important place in terms of resource diversification, especially in
energy imports. In this case, Algeria is Turkey's 4th largest natural gas supplier after Russia,
Iran and Azerbaijan. In addition, Algeria offers attractive job opportunities for Turkish
companies operating in the food sector.

The developments in Algeria's relations with Turkey, with which it has a common historical
background and has close ties both socially and culturally, is one of the important indicators
of its new transformation. The interactions of the leaders of the two countries brought along a



process in which partnerships intensified in bilateral relations and regional politics. As a result
of this situation, while a new dynamism has been captured in commercial and cultural
relations, similar policies have started to be followed in some foreign policy areas.

In fact, Algeria is a stable country in an extremely unstable geography. For this reason, it is
important for Turkey, which has some problems in its relations with Egypt, Israel, Syria and
Gulf countries, to develop relations with Algeria in order to increase its influence both in the
region and in the Arab world. In addition, Algeria, which has a very long land border with
Libya, follows a policy that does not contradict Turkey's current position in Libya.

Turkey's exports to Algeria in 2020 amounted to 1.45 billion dollars, while our imports
amounted to 1.64 billion dollars. Algeria's exports to Turkey consist of more than 90% energy
materials, including liquefied natural gas (LNG), liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), crude oil and
natural gas.

Turkey's exports to Algeria land transportation vehicles and spare parts, iron and steel
products, machinery parts and parts, textile and apparel products, non-woven clothing,
electrical machinery parts, television and communication equipment, cement, essential oils,
soaps, iron It includes non-metals, cereals and products, vegetables and fruits, paper-
cardboard and plastic products. Direct investments of Turkish companies in Algeria exceeded
3 billion dollars. Iron-steel, textile, chemical and cleaning agents, pharmaceutical and food
sectors are among our investments. The main business areas of Turkish citizens in Algeria are
import/export, construction and contracting companies, production of cleaning and food
materials, import and sale of automobiles.

Considering Algeria as a production base, Turkey has attached great importance to the
gathering of businessmen in order to strengthen relations. In this context, the leading
representatives of the business world came together through the Turkey-Algeria Business and
Investment Forum organized by DEIK on May 17. Algerian authorities have emphasized the
need to invest in their country's companies in Turkey and to establish investment partnerships
in different countries. In this context, memorandums of understanding for cooperation in
various fields were signed between the two countries.
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